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Chronology: Domani and the Art Scene, a Quarter Century

Events related to “Domani: The Art of Tomorrow” exhibitions
and/or Program of Oversea Study for Upcoming Artists

Events in society at large

1995

Jan Grand opening of Tokyo Metropolitan Museum of
Photography (currently Tokyo Photographic Art Museum).

Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake

Dumb Type S/N first performed in Japan (Spiral, Tokyo).

Mar Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo opens.
Sarin gas attacks in the Tokyo subway

Special feature “Modanizumu no hadokoa: Gendai
bijutsu hihyo no chihei [Modernism’s Hardcore: The
Horizon of Contemporary Art Criticism], extra
issue of Critical Space (Ota Publishing) published.

Jun 46th International Art Exhibition, Venice
Biennale (Japanese Pavilion: Jae-Eun Choi, Hibino
Katsuhiko, Senju Hiroshi, Kawaguchi Yoichiro)

Oct Arakawa Shusaku and Madeline Gins
Site of Reversible Destiny opens in Gifu.

Compiled by Sawayama Ryo

Nov Toyota Municipal Museum of Art opens.
1996

May Pola Art Foundation established.

Aug “Atopic Site” exhibition (Tokyo Big Sight, etc.)
Sep “Fractures” (commissioned by Isozaki Arata),

Japanese Pavilion at the 6th Venice Biennale of
Architecture, wins Golden Lion (Pavilion Prize).

Webzine artscape (Dai Nippon Printing) launched.

1997

Feb “De-Genderism detruire dit-elle/il” exhibition
at Setagaya Art Museum, Tokyo

Apr NTT InterCommunication Center [ICC] (Tokyo) opens.
First issue of L/R, journal of art criticism
and exhibition reviews, published.

June 47th International Art Exhibition, Venice
Biennale (Japanese Pavilion: Naito Rei)

Aug First issue of Aida, mini-comic magazine
on art published (Aida no Kai).

1998

Jan—Feb  1st Domani Exhibition

(Seiji Togo Memorial Yasuda Kasai Museum of Art)

Feb 1st Japan Media Arts Festival.

Apr 1st Taro Okamoto Award for Contemporary Art

Akiyoshidai International Art Village (Yamaguchi) opens.

Dec Sawaragi Noi's Nihon-gendai-bijutsu
(Japan-Contemporary-Art) (Shinchosha) published.

1999

Jan MOT Annual: “Modest Radicalism” (1st exhibition)
(Museum of Contemporary Art Tokyo)

Feb 2nd Domani Exhibition

(Seiji Togo Memorial Yasuda Kasai Museum of Art)

Saison Museum of Art (Tokyo) closes.

Mar Fukuoka Asian Art Museum opens.
1st Fukuoka Asian Art Triennial (Fukuoka Asian Art Museum, others)
June 48th International Art Exhibition, Venice Biennale
(Japanese Pavilion: Miyajima Tatsuo, Revive Time:
Kaki Tree Project Executive Committee)
Sept Tokyo Opera City Art Gallery opens.
Oct Taro Okamoto Museum of Art, Kawasaki opens.
Nov “Ground Zero Japan” (curated by Sawaragi Noi) at Art Tower Mito.
2000
Feb-Mar ~ 3rd Domani Exhibition
(Seiji Togo Memorial Yasuda Kasai Museum of Art).
Apr Kyoto Art Center opens.
“Superflat” (curated by Takashi Murakami) at Parco Gallery,
Tokyo. Later travels to Museum of Contemporary
Art, Los Angeles and other US art institutions.
May Tokyo Wonder Wall, public exhibition for young artists, launched.
July 1st Echigo-Tsumari Art Triennial (Niigata)
2001
Jan 4th Domani Exhibition
(Seiji Togo Memorial Yasuda Kasai Museum of Art)
Sendai Mediatheque (Miyagi) opens.
A National museums and art museums become
pr independent administrative agencies.
June 49th International Art Exhibition, Venice Biennale (Japanese
Pavilion: Hatakeyama Naoya, Nakamura Masato, Fujimoto Yukio)
July Okazaki Kenjiro’s Renaissance: Conditions of Experience
(Chikuma Shobo) published.
Sept 1st Yokohama Triennale (Kanagawa)
9/11 terrorist attacks in the United States
Oct “Women on the Run: Women Painters Before and After World
War |I, 19305 —1950s” (Tochigi Prefectural Museum of Fine Arts)
Dec Aomori Contemporary Art Centre opens.
The Basic Act for the Promotion of Culture
and the Arts promulgated and enforced.
2002
Jan-Feb  5th Domani Exhibition
(Seiji Togo Memorial Yasuda Kasai Museum of Art)
Sep Pola Art Museum (Kanagawa) opens.
Oct Contemporary Art Museum Kumamoto opens.
2003
Jan-Mar  6th Domamni Exhibition
(Sompo Japan Seiji Togo Museum of Art)
Jan First issue of REAR art criticism magazine published.
Jun soth International Art Exhibition, Venice Biennale

(Japanese Pavilion: Sone Yutaka, Odani Motohiko)



2003

Jun Designated manager system for operation of
public facilities, including museums, is granted.

Jul Intellectual Property Strategy Headquarters
of the Cabinet Secretariat establishes
special committee on content.

Oct Mori Art Museum (Tokyo) opens.

First issue of ART iT, bilingual (Japanese and English)
contemporary art magazine published.

Nov Yamaguchi Center for Arts and Media opens.

2004

Jan-Mar  7th Domani Exhibition
(Sompo Japan Seiji Togo Museum of Art)

Feb—Apr “Roppongi Crossing: New in Contemporary
Japanese Art” (First staging) (Mori Art Museum)

Mar BankART1929 (Kanagawa) opens.

Jul Benesse Corporation renamed Benesse Art Site Naoshima as
the collective name for activities it had been conducting since the
late 1980s, centered on the Naoshima Cultural Village in Kagawa.

Oct 21st Century Museum of Contemporary Art, Kanazawa opens.
Yotsuya Art Studium (Tokyo) opens (director: Okazaki Kenjiro).

2005

Jan-Feb  8th Domani Exhibition
(Sompo Japan Seiji Togo Museum of Art)

Apr “Little Boy” (curated by Murakami Takashi) tours Japan Society
Gallery (New York) and other US art institutions

Jun 5ast International Art Exhibition, Venice
Biennale (Japanese Pavilion: Ishiuchi Miyako)

Aug 1st Art Fair Tokyo held at Tokyo International Forum.

2006

Jan—-Mar  9th Domani Exhibition
(Sompo Japan Seiji Togo Museum of Art)

Nov Kyoto International Manga Museum opens.

Bankruptcy of Lehman Brothers

causes major economic downturn

in the second half of the year.

Agency for Cultural Affairs ends its purchase of artworks program.

2007

Jan—Feb 1oth Domani Exhibition
(Sompo Japan Seiji Togo Museum of Art)

Jan The National Art Center, Tokyo opens.

Feb “The Door into Summer: The Age of Micropop”

(curated by Matsui Midori) at Art Tower Mito.

Mar 21_21 DESIGN SIGHT (Tokyo) opens.

Jun 52nd International Art Exhibition, Venice
Biennale (Japanese Pavilion: Okabe Masao)

Aug Global stock market crash (subprime mortgage crisis)

2008

Feb Yoshino Gypsum Art Promotion Foundation established.

Mar 1st “Artist File: Contemporary Artists” exhibition
(The National Art Center, Tokyo)

Apr Inujima Art Project (Okayama) opens.

Towada Art Center (Aomori) opens.

Jul “Neoteny Japan Takahashi Collection”

(tours Kirishima Art Forest, Kagoshima and other venues)

Aug Tokorozawa Biennale Pre-Art Exhibition, Former
Seibu Railway Tokorozawa Factory (Saitama)

Nov Barack Obama becomes first black
president of the United States.

Dec—Jan  11th Domani Exhibition
(The National Art Center, Tokyo)

Hereafter held annually at NACT.

2009

Feb 1st Yebisu International Festival for Art and Alternative
Visions (Tokyo Metropolitan Museum of Photography)

Jun 53rd International Art Exhibition, Venice
Biennale (Japanese Pavilion: Yanagi Miwa)

Copyright Act revised.

Aug 1st “1_WALL" Exhibition, Guardian Garden, Tokyo

Dec—Jan  42th Domani Exhibition
(The National Art Center, Tokyo)

2010

Apr Mitsubishi Ichigokan Museum, Tokyo opens.

Jun 3331 Arts Chiyoda (Tokyo) opens.

Jul 1st Setouchi International Art Festival

Aug 1st Aichi Triennale “Festival of the City”

Dec Amendment to Tokyo Metropolitan
Government’s “Ordinance on the Healthy
Development of Youth” passed.

Dec—Jan  43th Domani Exhibition
(The National Art Center, Tokyo)

2011

Mar Great East Japan Earthquake
“Seeing the Atomic Bomb” exhibition cancelled
(Meguro Museum of Art, Tokyo)

Safety concerns surrounding the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear
Power Plant accident lead to cancellation or postponement of a
number of exhibitions featuring artworks on loan from overseas.

Jun 54th International Art Exhibition, Venice
Biennale (Japanese Pavilion: Tabaimo)

2012

Jan-Feb  14th Domani Exhibition
(The National Art Center, Tokyo)

Aug “Is Architecture Possible Here?” (commissioned by Ito Toyo)
staged at the Japanese Pavilion, 13th International Architecture
Exhibition, Venice Biennale, is awarded the Golden Lion.

Nov “Tokyo 1955—1970: A New Avant-Garde”

(Museum of Modern Art, New York)

2013

Jan—Feb 15th Domani Exhibition
(The National Art Center, Tokyo)

Feb “Gutai: Splendid Playground” (Guggenheim Museum)

Jun 55th International Art Exhibition, Venice Biennale (Japanese
Pavilion: Tanaka Koki) receives Special Mention.

Aug Mabuchi Akiko appointed Director of the National

Museum of Western Art, Tokyo (first female art expert
appointed director of the National Museum of Art).



2018

Oct Irregularities in the Nitten (Japan Fine Arts Exhibition)
calligraphy seal engraving division reported. The following
year, Nitten announces a reorganization plan and changes
the exhibition name to “Reorganized New Nitten.”

Dec—Jan  46th Domani Tomorrow Exhibition
(The National Art Center, Tokyo)

2014

Jul Artist Rokudenashiko arrested for allegedly
distributing obscene material (later rearrested).

Aug Alichi Prefectural Police order removal of Takano
Ryudai’s work exhibited in “Future of Photography” at
Aichi Prefectural Museum of Art on the grounds that
it constitutes “the display of obscene material.”

Dec—Jan  47th Domani Exhibition
(The National Art Center, Tokyo)

2015

Mar “Domani: The Art of Tomorrow plus”
exhibition at Art Fair Tokyo 2015
(Tokyo International Forum)

May 56th International Art Exhibition,

Venice Biennale (Japanese Pavilion: Shiota Chiharu)

Jul “Whose Place is This?” (Museum of Contemporary Art
Tokyo). Museum requests removal of works by the Aida
family (Aida Makoto, Okada Hiroko, Aida Torajiro).

Dec—Jan  48th Domani Exhibition
(The National Art Center, Tokyo)

2016

Feb—Mar ~ Domani plus Exhibition (3331 Arts Chiyoda)

Apr Kumamoto Earthquake

Sep—Oct ~ Domani plus Exhibition (Kyoto Art Center)

Nov Kusama Yayoi receives Order of Culture
(following Person of Cultural Merit designation in 2009).

Dec—Feb  419th Domani Exhibition
(The National Art Center, Tokyo)

2017

Jan Donald Trump inaugurated
President of the United States.

Feb Web edition of Bijutsu Techo launches.

Apr “The Insight of Kenjiro Okazaki: Abstract Art as Impact—
How Abstract Art can become Concrete Tools” (curated by
Kenjiro Okazaki) staged at Toyota Municipal Museum of Art.

May 57th International Art Exhibition, Venice Biennale
(Japanese Pavilion: Iwasaki Takahiro)

Jun The Basic Act for the Promotion of Culture and the Arts

: is revised as the “Basic Act for Culture and the Arts.”

Jul 1st Reborn Art Festival (Miyagi)

Aug 1st Sapporo International Art Festival (Hokkaido)
1st Tanegashima Space Art Festival (Kagoshima)

Sept 1st Okunoto International Art Festival
(Oku-Noto Triennale, Ishikawa)

Dec—Feb ~ Domani plus Exhibition

(Hibiya Library and Culture Center, Tokyo)

Jan-Mar  20th Domani Exhibition
(The National Art Center, Tokyo)
May Usami Keiji’s large-scale painting Kizuna (1977) is found to
have been discarded, after which the University of Tokyo
Consumers’ Cooperative Association issues an apology.
Jul “Starting Points: Japanese Art of the '80s” (21st Century
Museum of Contemporary Art, Kanazawa, and others)
2019
Jan-Mar 24t Domani Exhibition
(The National Art Center, Tokyo)
May 58th International Art Exhibition, Venice Biennale
(Japanese Pavilion: Shitamichi Motoyuki, Yasuno
Taro, Ishikura Toshiaki, Nousaku Fuminori)
Aug Alichi Triennale 2019 announces temporary suspension
of “After ‘Freedom of Expression?”” exhibition.
Sep Agency for Cultural Affairs decides not to provide
full subsidy for Aichi Triennale 2019 (decision
subsequently reviewed and partial reduction made).
2020
Covid-19 pandemic
Jan-Feb  22nd “Domani: The Art of Tomorrow
Exhibition 2020” (The National Art Center, Tokyo)
Jul “Domani plus online 2020 (online exhibition)
A number of art exhibitions and art festivals are
cancelled as a result of the pandemic.
Agency for Cultural Affairs implements Ongoing
Support for Cultural Arts Activities.
2021
Jan-Mar  23rd “Domani: The Art of Tomorrow
Exhibition 2021” (The National Art Center, Tokyo)
Jan Hara Museum of Contemporary Art (Tokyo) closes.
Feb First meeting of Council of Experts to consider
how to select members of Japan Art Academy
Jul=Sep Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics
Nov-Feb ~ Domani Exhibitions held at five venues in
Mito (Ibaraki), Kyoto, Hiroshima, Aichi, and
Ishinomaki (Miyagi), in collaboration with
local cultural facilities and museums
Dec The International Association of Art Critics
Japanese Section announces the appointment of
its first female president, Shikata Yukiko.
NFT (non-fungible token) art becomes an issue.
2022-2023
Feb Russia launches military invasion on Ukraine.
Jul Former Prime Minister Abe Shinzo is shot and
killed while delivering a campaign speech in Nara.
Aug The Agency for Cultural Affairs announces that the Japan Media
Arts Festival will not call for entries for the next fiscal year.
Nov—Jan  25th “Domani: The Art of

Tomorrow Exhibition 2022-23”
(The National Art Center, Tokyo)

This 25th staging marks the end of the Domani exhibitions.



